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Ethan Bates is presented with the Bailey Service
Award and post-secondary cash on behalf of the
Toronto Region of the United Church of Canada.

Jeffrey Dale and Rev. Susan engaged in conversation on October 18th.

Remembrance Sunday at Grace
Trumpeter Kent Cheesman and Colour Party, Murph Murphy, Jacques Boulay, Flo and Dave Thomas

Rev. George Moore was the
guest minister on Nov. 15th.

Red Scarves in Recognition of World AIDS Day

Minister’s Message

there is a voice calling us to find another way
home and to leave behind the known path for
I have never spent a Christmas like this one.
one that will have infinitely more scenery and
Christmas has always been family and feasting, more possibilities for living.
the Christmas story and starlit carol singing,
candlelight and nativity scenes and above all – This Christmas, let’s not grumble about what
people!
we can’t do that we did last year, but look for a
new opportunity to do something new or reWe have always enjoyed the characters of the invent and do differently, something we have
Grinch or Ebenezer Scrooge because they
always done before.
were fiction. Christmas is real.
For some of us this will be a Christmas without
It is a Spirit, a Season, an Event, and for some a loved one and that makes the COVID shuta Homecoming.
down even more difficult. But we know we are
not alone as we journey. The magi followed a
Above all, it is a mystery. For there is somestar to an unknown destination and we too can
thing about Christmas that moves the coldest
find the signs that lead us even in a dark night.
heart and beckons the most cynical. Even the
Grinchiest can be caught humming a tune or
This Christmas may we take extra time to readmiring festive lights.
flect on the meaning of the Christ child in our
lives and find a quiet moment to consider what
So how do we approach a COVID Christmas
gift it is for us to know we are welcomed into
when our hearts are feeling caught in the nos- the stable, not just as spectators but as family.
talgia of the past and the fear that surrounds
any gathering of people as a potentially tragic
Even in the face of this memorable Christmas
event?
may we join Tiny Tim in saying, “God bless us
every one!”
And how are we to be Church at Christmas
when so much of what we believe about the
Rev. Susan
Christ child is about the call to build community
and connect ourselves and each other with a
God of love?
Perhaps this Christmas we create some new
traditions for ourselves. Perhaps this Christmas
we stop and re-examine the things that have
always been the “must-do’s” and wonder a little
about whether we have fallen into a rut of expecting Christmas every year to be the same.
After all, the Christmas story is about the unexpected. It is about people being knocked out of
their daily routines, and seeing sights and hearing voices and having visions that changed, not
only their day, but the rest of their lives.
Perhaps in the midst of the COVID shut-down

Tribute to Wendy Brown
The Grace congregation would like to thank Wendy Brown for the many years that she has
served as chair of the Outreach Team. In this role she creatively inspired the team and the congregation to participate in a wide range of projects. These projects served to meet the needs of
the Grace community, the city of Barrie and the wider world.
Wendy was key in setting up the Syrian family sponsorship which involved other local churches
and people. This fall she turned the leadership of the Outreach Team over to Judi Shields and
Lois Marshall but still remains as an excellent resource for the team. Wendy has accepted the role
of chair of the Property Team and her leadership skills will be much appreciated there. Many
thanks, Wendy!

Wendy and some of her Outreach Team at a
Grace Job Fair

Wendy (in gray jacket) to meet and welcome our Syrian Refugee Family

Financial Update
Greetings to the congregation of Grace. 2020 has been a challenging year with COVID raging
throughout the country/world. Needless to say it has affected the way we carry out our fundraising
events throughout the year, and has put a strain on our financial situation.
Thanks to Barb Moore and Edith Elliott we have been able to fundraise by the selling of Purdy's
Chocolates again this year, and a virtual Fabulous Food Fare event. Our sincere thanks to you
both and to anyone who assisted in any way.
Grace received a substantial monetary gift from the estate of Charlie Law who passed away this
year. We want the congregation to be aware of his contribution to Grace.
Finally, the S&F team want to wish you a healthy/happy Christmas season, in spite of COVID, and
we hope and pray for a more normal lifestyle in the New Year 2021.
God Bless you all
Dave Thomas
Chairperson S&F

Socially Distanced Summer Activities

Drive Past to Say Farewell to Jeffrey Dale

Drive Past to Say Farewell to Sandra Ruttan

Outdoor Worship Service, Sept. 20th

Holy Roller Lawn Chat

Christmas trivia
What good is a holiday without a bit of trivia to
open up debate and one that has had to balance itself between the spiritual and the commercial as much as Christmas.

Christmas trees
Germany is credited with starting the Christmas
tree tradition as we now know it in the 16th century when devout Christians brought decorated
trees into their homes. Some built Christmas
To start, the Christmas wreath originated as a
pyramids of wood and decorated them with evsymbol of Christ. The holly represents the
ergreens and candles if wood was scarce. It is
crown of thorns Jesus wore at his crucifixion,
a widely held belief that Martin Luther, the 16thand the red berries symbolize the blood he
century Protestant reformer, first added lighted
shed.
So when you see a wreath this season, you'll
candles to a tree. Walking toward his home one
remember the reason for the season.
winter evening, composing a sermon, he was
awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst
The Advent calendar, which provides 24 open- evergreens. To recapture the scene for his famings, one to be opened each day beginning De- ily, he erected a tree in the main room and
cember 1. According to tradition, the calendar
wired its branches with lighted candles.
was created in the 19th century by a Munich
mother who tired of having to answer endlessly The precise origin of assigning December 25 as
when Christmas would come.
the birth date of Jesus is unclear. The New
Testament provides no clues in this regard. December 25 was first identified as the date of JeSaint Nicholas
(Sinterklaas in dutch) and sus’ birth by Sextus Julius Africanus in 221 and
later became the universally accepted date.
Father Christmas
St. Nicholas was a Greek
One widespread explanation of the origin of
bishop who lived in the
this date is that December 25 was the Chris4th century and was fatianizing of the dies solis invicti nati (“day of the
mous for his generosity
birth of the unconquered sun”), a popular holiand gift giving.
day in the Roman Empire that celebrated the
Father Christmas dates
winter solstice as a symbol of the resurgence of
back to at least the 16th
the sun, the casting away of winter and the hercentury and is the personification of Christmas alding of the rebirth of spring and summer.
cheer and is widely con- A second view suggests that December 25 besidered synonymous with came the date of Jesus’ birth by reasoning that
the modern Santa Claus. identified the spring equinox as the date of the
There are lots of other gift giving figures around creation of the world and the fourth day of creation, when the light was created, as the day of
Europe and elsewhere, but Father Christmas
and Saint Nicholas are the main influences be- Jesus’ conception (i.e., March 25). December
25, nine months later, then became the date of
hind Santa Claus as we know him today.
Jesus’ birth.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Christmas illegal?
Charles Wesley who wrote the original carol
In the early 17th century, a wave of religious
expected the carol to be sung with slow and
reform changed the way Christmas was celesomber music. And it was. Until 1855, when
William H. Cummings adapted music that Felix brated in Europe.
Mendelssohn had composed in 1840 to fit Hark! When Oliver Cromwell and his Puritan forces
took over England in 1645, they vowed to rid
The Harald Angels Sing. Mendelssohn’s music
England of decadence and, as part of their efwas originally written to commemorate the infort, cancelled Christmas.
vention of the printing press.

By popular demand, Charles II was restored to the throne and, with him, came the return of the
popular holiday.
The pilgrims, English separatists that came to America in 1620, were even more orthodox in their
Puritan beliefs than Cromwell.
As a result, Christmas was not a holiday in early America. From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of
Christmas was actually outlawed in Boston.
Anyone exhibiting the Christmas spirit was fined five shillings. By contrast, in the Jamestown settlement, Captain John Smith reported that Christmas was enjoyed by all and passed without incident.

Twelve Days of Christmas - Even though most hear the song between
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day, the Christian 12 days of Christmas, which
span the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Magi, actually take place December
25 to January 6. The earliest version of the poem-turned-song is thought to
have been published in Mirth With-out Mischief, a children’s book from 1780,
with the modern version credited to English composer Frederic Austin who set
the poem to music. Each year the PNC Christmas Price Index totals up the total cost of the 12 gifts named in the song based on current markets. For 2019,

For your viewing pleasure the Christmas Star
As Christmas nears, astronomers are urging
people to look to the weeks to witness something not seen in almost 800 years.
From Earth’s viewpoint, Jupiter and Saturn are
getting very close to one another and will look
like a double planet on Dec. 21 — the date of
the winter solstice — forming a rare phenomenon known as a “Christmas star.”
It is suggested reported that Jupiter and Saturn
will look like a “double planet” for the first time
since the Middle Ages.
You’d have to go all the way back to 1226, to
see a closer alignment between these objects
visible in the night sky.
Both Jupiter and Saturn have been traveling
across the sky together all year and during December, the planets will continue to move closer
after each sunset, NASA officials said.
On Dec. 21, the planets will appear just a tenth
of a degree apart, which is equivalent to the
thickness of your pinky finger at arm’s length.
In astronomical terms, conjunction is when two
objects line up in the sky.
Some astronomers believe that the “star of
Bethlehem” was a conjunction between Jupiter,
Saturn and Mars.
To catch a glimpse of the phenomenon for yourself, make sure you have a clear view to the
southwest about 45 minutes after sunset. The

planets will be at their closest on Dec. 21, but
the "Christmas Star" will be visible from anywhere on Earth for about one hour after sunset

in the northern hemisphere for the entire fourth
week of December.

White Gift Sunday
The annual Nativity presentation is always a favourite as children and adults get together
with their best costume design, utilizing tea towels, house coats and as much creativity as
they can to retell the story of Jesus birth.

Coming worship services and events
WORSHIP SERVICES OF THE SEASON
Sunday, December 20 Advent 4 –
Love 10:30 am (in person and livestreamed)
Our choir will present the cantata “The Heart of
Christmas” by composer Pepper Choplin.
It is a joint project of Grace and Collier Street
Choirs.
Thursday, December 24 Family Christmas
Eve Service (starting at 5:00 pm)
(a service available through the Grace website
and YouTube—with an outdoor event as well)
Tune in to the Grace website for the Christmas
Eve Service online. And come over to Grace for
the Live Outdoor Nativity (which will be
available for viewing from 6:30 to 7:30 pm).
Sunday, December 27
Carol Service 10:30 am (livestreamed, but
no in person attendance)
Join us online to welcome the New Year with
carol singing (which can only be done at home)
and write some New Year’s resolutions.

We do not have staff to sit at the door and ask
questions, we are working on the honour
system.
Each person entering the building is asked to fill
in a form at the door which has a space for
answering Yes or No to COVID-19 related
questions.
The Simcoe Muskoka Health Unit has the latest
advice on COVID and flu vaccinations at
www.simcoemuskokahealth.org
We were also required to appoint a Compliance
Officer, and that person is our Official Board
chair, Dr. John McLean.
If you have any questions about health
requirements for access to the building, please
be in touch with John at 705.252.4272 (home) or
705.796.3494 (cell).
We appreciate your willingness to help us make
this work. Though some are feeling “complianceweary,” we ask you to stay vigilant for a few
more weeks. The vaccine is on the horizon.

Connecting to Worship in Person

Broadview Subscriptions

For in person worship, please remember to
register each week by calling the church office
at 705.734.0760 or via email
(office@graceucc.ca) before 10:30 am on
Friday.

It’s time to renew our Broadview subscriptions
for another year.

If you are parking a car, please park near the
church building along the sidewalk or along the
lawn towards the shed.
We are trying to keep these areas salted and
sanded.

I’m sure this year, more than ever, we all want
to be up to date with what’s happening in the
wider church world and be informed with the
timely and relevant articles.
Your subscription will automatically renew unless you call Thelma Arnott at 705.739.1482
and ask that it be cancelled.

The cost is still only $25.00 for the entire year.
New COVID 19 Health Requirements at Grace Please ensure your payment is mailed, delivered, or added to your regular church offering
Conditions and regulations from the government with a note that $25.00 is for your Broadview
seem to change weekly, but as a result of new magazine subscription.
instructions from the Simcoe Muskoka District
Health Unit, Grace is now required to undertake
“active” screening for anyone entering the
building.

Special Birthdays
It’s always a pleasure to extend birthday greetings and
best wishes to those of our church family who are celebrating special birthdays or anniversaries. Please keep us informed of these milestone occasions so that everyone can
be acknowledged.
Although the pandemic meant Jean Ware celebrated her
90th Birthday by receiving air kisses but no hugs from her family over
a fence, it couldn’t stop the genuine feelings of love, appreciation,
respect and best wishes being sent her way on her special day.
Jean turned 90 on June 15th and in ordinary times, this would have
meant a large family gathering and a big celebratory meal of the
type she enjoyed preparing for others for so many years.
Jean was born in Weston, the second oldest in a family of eight children. She graduated from Weston Collegiate Institute and was then
employed by Moffat Appliances.
Meanwhile she had found true love and married Bill Ware in November of 1947. Shortly after their marriage, they moved to the farm her
parents had bought in Oro Township to help her mother following
the untimely death of her father at age 42.
More so than her husband, Jean adapted well to rural living and lived a busy life working for a
while in hospitality at the Edgar Radar Station and raising her family of six children; three girls (the
second oldest of which is our Anne Walton) and three boys (one since deceased).
Bill was more interested in mechanical things, especially cars so he leased out the farm land to
other farmers and found employment with first Jackson Motors in Barrie and then for 36 years in
sales at Dangerfield Motors, the forerunner of Sadlon-Scott Motors and now, Paul Sadlon Motors.
In 1962, the Wares moved into Barrie and were part of the early years of Grace United Church.
Bill and Jean became known as the mayor and first lady of Shannon Street where they enjoyed a
wonderful relationship with their neighbours in a special family-oriented community.
For a few years, Jean worked at the Smiths Farm Dairy on Penetang Street when it had a lunch
counter.
In retirement, Jean and Bill travelled throughout the United States, from coast to coast in Canada
and for their 50th Wedding Anniversary enjoyed a trip to the British Isles.
They had a small camper trailer which provided accommodation on many of their excursions.
Jean spent a lot of time doing volunteer work, primarily through Hospice and Catholic Family Services.
She appreciated every opportunity she got to attend a concert, a musical or any kind of live entertainment. Jean is an avid reader and loves to dance and listen to music, especially country and
western and the “juke box oldies”.
Bill and Jean found their way back as official members to Grace in 2011.

After a long battle with cancer, Bill passed away in November of 2012 and Jean
remained in their Shannon Street home for a few years.
Awaiting placement in a retirement residence, she lived with her oldest daughter
in Fenelon Falls and then came back to Barrie as a resident of Woods Park Care
Centre.
The family now includes thirteen grandchildren (one deceased) and ten great
grandchildren and Jean is patiently waiting for the end of the pandemic so she
can hug them all.
Belated Happy Birthday wishes Jean! (By now you are half way to another birthday!)

Lois Marshall celebrated her 80th birthday on November 2nd, very
quietly with immediate family while wearing masks and keeping socially distanced.
How Covid 19 has limited our traditional celebrations!
Lois grew up on a farm in the Lion’s Head area and attended a oneroom school for Grades one to eight and a two-room high school for
Grades nine to twelve.
For Grade thirteen, she had to live away from home in Wiarton.
Her family attended the rural Centreville United Church where she
played the piano for Sunday School and a pump organ for church
services, a job she shared with two other friends. She was also active in the local Young People’s Group.
After graduation from secondary school, Lois attended Macdonald Institute in Guelph for an honour degree in Home Economics and it was during this time, she met her future husband Bob. Her
next stop was at the University of Toronto for teacher training and then she taught Home Economics, now known as Family Studies in Wiarton, Blenheim and later in Barrie.
Before moving to Barrie, she worked for two years as a university assistant in Biochemistry at the
University of Guelph.
Lois and Bob moved to Barrie in 1966 and their three sons were born here. They all attended
Eastview Secondary School from where Lois retired from teaching in 1999.
The Marshalls were members of Central United Church until 1979 when they moved to farm property in Oro-Medonte where they still live. Then they became part of the Dalston United Church
family.
Lois spent 36 years as organist and pianist for Dalston United Church and also served as a Presbytery Representative.

In 2016, Lois and Bob transferred their membership to Grace and continue to make significant
contributions to their church.
The main attractions of membership at Grace were the active Outreach Team and their many initiatives as well as the Progressive Christianity Study Group, both of which she is an active and valued participant.
Recently, Lois has taken over co-leadership of the Outreach Team with Judi Shields.
As well, she continues to contribute her musical talents.
Until the pandemic dictated that we couldn’t sing in church, Lois and Nancy Drury let a Hymn Sing
before church on the first Sunday of each month. This was a chance for the congregation to sing
some of the older and dearly loved traditional hymns of our heritage.
We certainly are looking forward to being able to have those opportunities again!
Happy 80th Birthday Lois!

Grace gained another octogenarian on December 2nd when Art Storey
celebrated his birthday.
Our Minister Emeritus and former minister for thirty seven years has
reached the age of eighty!
He was born at Toronto Western Hospital and apparently was the second baby in Canada to be born to a father who was in active service
overseas. Art was five years old before he met his father.

His elementary and secondary schooling was in Toronto and area and he graduated high school
from Thornhill Secondary School.
From there, he went east and attended Mount Alliston University in Sackville, New Brunswick and
then to Pine Hill Divinity Hall (now the Atlantic School of Theology) in Halifax. His adventure east
netted him more than two degrees. It was here he met his wife and life partner, Janet Partington
whom he married in 1964.
After serving on several mission fields during the summers and presenting his thesis, he was ordained in Toronto on June 2, 1966. He was then settled to the pastoral charge of Hearst, Ontario,
which later became a two point charge with the addition of the United Church in Hornepayne.
When the Anglican clergyperson became ill, Art provided services and pastoral care for that congregation as well.
Their oldest daughter, Heather was born when they were living in Hearst and in 1969, Art accepted
a call to Grace United Church in Barrie. The Storey family moved into the new manse on Bellevue

Crescent and eventually welcomed two more daughters into their family, Margo and Cynthia.
Art led us through two major building expansions and countless initiatives, programs, projects and
undertakings to establish us as a warm, welcoming and inclusive presence within our community.
He was Presbytery Chairperson for one term and he worked with several national church teams
including New Church Development and Creative Worship.
Art served the Barrie community as a whole by sitting on various teams and committees; one being the Mayor’s Committee for Social Need, led by Mayor Les Cooke.
Art was also the Legion Chaplain at one time.
For several years, Art studied part-time at Georgian College to earn a Diploma of Design/Fine Arts
which included working with stained glass, wood carving, sculpting, jewelry and multi-media projects. His creativity was also expressed through dramatic arts as a member of the Little’s Hill Players for several productions.
On Sunday, June 25, 2006 Art led his last worship service as minister of Grace United Church, followed by a special time of celebration with food and visits from former parishioners and wellwishers from the community.
Among other gifts, Janet and Art were presented with a beautifully designed quilt that included the
names of hundreds of former and current Grace members under the care and ministry of Rev. Art.
In retirement Art continues his creative pursuits and enjoys travelling, photography, dancing, reading, gardening, cooking and spending time with family.
The later has been a challenge this year with Heather and Greg in Charlottetown, Margo and Rob
and family in Winnipeg and Cynthia and Mike and family in Cleveland.
They really are missing those four special grandchildren, who are all now busy teenagers and the
oldest one is off to college next year.
Happy 80th Birthday Art!

Nancy and Bob Atkinson had hoped to have a public celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary in June, but the pandemic thwarted their plans. They were married on June 13, 1970 at
St. George’s Anglican Church in Willowdale by Canon John
Thompson. For their 25th Wedding Anniversary, they renewed
their vows at St. George’s Anglican Church in Barrie.
Nancy grew up in the Avenue Road and Lawrence Avenue area of Toronto and her schooling and United Church involvement took place in the local neighbourhood. After graduation
from secondary school, Nancy worked in an office of the Department of University Affairs on University Avenue. She was
the master of the “gestetner” machine!
Bob’s home was in Willowdale, which is now a part of the city of Toronto. After school, he took to
truck driving and was a professional long haul driver for most of his working days, as well as being a warehouse manager. Bob and Nancy were introduced by their brothers who were good
friends. They raised their family, Tracy and Shawn in what had been their grandparents’ home in
Toronto. Through Seneca College, Nancy started taking nursing courses while working in health
care and earned her designation as a Health Care Aide. Further training was impeded by a work
place accident that meant a serious back injury and a career change. She had a few different
jobs including being a short order cook, but has been retired since the early 90’s. Bob was
forced into early retirement as well because of a work place injury and other serious health issues. They moved to Barrie to Barrie in 1994, after having lived in Aurora for a few years and a
short time in Newmarket.
Nancy and Bob originally had a cottage near Parry Sound, where they enjoyed many pleasant
summer days and for a while, they travelled the country in a motor home. Until they sold it a year
ago, they owned a park model trailer in Lafontaine were they shared many special times with
friends and neighbours. Serious health concerns have curtailed many activities for both of them,
but Nancy connected with Grace Church and became an official member in 2016. She is a
Weaver and participates in and supports as many activities as her health permits. She also volunteers as a Director of the Algonquin Woodland People’s Tribal Council and is a member of the
tenant association for her apartment building.
Nancy has just returned after a one month stay at RVH followed by a one month rehabilitation
program at Barrie Manor under the direction of Bayshore Home health after suffering a stroke.
For part of that time, Bob was also a patient at RVH for five days. Fortunately, both of them are
now at home and coping as well as they can with the limited resources available. What was supposed to be their “Golden Year”, has been a little tarnished, but we congratulate them both on
their special anniversary and send best wishes for better times ahead. Belated 50 th Anniversary
greetings Nancy and Bob!

Twenty Fifth Anniversary greetings are extended to Jennifer and Kent Cheesman who
celebrated their Silver Wedding Anniversary
on September 30th.
Congratulations are extended to Jennifer and Kent and best
wishes for many more years of good health and happiness together! This is a good opportunity to acknowledge and thank
both of them for all they do for Grace United Church.
Kent is our trumpeter and Jennifer is our Worship Team Leader,
a challenging task, especially during this Covid year with so much flexibility and creativity being
required.
They are pictured here with their children, Victoria and Spencer. Happy Anniversary Jen and
Kent!

New Property team leader
Merry Christmas to all from the Property Team.
I am new to this area of responsibility and came
on board in August just as the pipes began to
leak and COVID was in full swing. It has been
an interesting time for everyone as we adjust to
new ways of doing everything.

fall off, furnace filters need changing, preparations for winter start and we are looking to upgrading insulation and flooring.

The Property Team is always in need of folks
who are willing to put a hand in to keep our
building and property at its best. There is a great
variety of work to do and as long as you have a
Something that doesn’t change is the reality that
sense of humour and tolerance for some silliour property is aging and in constant need of
ness it can be a fun and rewarding job. It is imsomething. Yard work continued all year in spite
portant to note that if we are unable to find
of the absence of church goers and user groups.
enough folks to help maintain our facility we can
It was a great growing season and the grass
expect that our expenses will increase if congrew and was cut and the leaves fell and were
tractors are required. Please consider joining the
bagged (over 60 bags worth of mulched leaves
crew.
– that’s a lot of leaves) and the weeds grew and
were pulled. As mentioned the pipes leaked and Many, many thanks go out to everyone who has
required a major repair, followed by replacing
stepped up and stepped in to help keep our
damaged ceiling tiles and cleaning up the mess. building and yard in good shape, and for welStaff changes required some office revisions.
coming me to the team.
COVIDrequired a new set of rules for cleaning
Wendy Brown
and sanitizing the building so our custodian and
the property team are learning to accommodate
the changes. Light bulbs burn out, door knobs

Remembering
… Helen and Ralph Rowe
Helen and Ralph Rowe passed away three months apart and are
now together again after almost 75 years of marriage.

Helen passed on June 10h at the IOOF Seniors Home in Barrie,
where she resided for several years and Ralph on September 20 th at
the Collingwood General and Marine Hospital, just four days short of
his 95th birthday. Helen would have been 95 in January. They both
have been members of Grace United Church since December of
1963.
They both supported Grace in so many different ways, but Helen was the church attendee while
Ralph made his contributions behind the scenes.
For many years she was a choir member and an active participant of the Grace UCW, (the predecessor of the Ladies of Grace).
Helen loved to work with numbers and money and was the Treasurer of several different groups,
including the Gracemobile, our mobile food trailer.
Helen had one sleepless night, when after receiving the cash box and a report that it had been an
outstanding day of sales, she realized that the contents of the box were less than usual. She kept
counting the contents, but they didn’t add up to what should be there. It was with great relief for
everyone involved when the convener realized that there was still a shoe box stashed with big
bills in the trunk of her car. She had put it there for safekeeping and had forgotten to send the extra box to Helen.

Helen did a lot of crafts at home and always had a good supply of items for our Christmas Bazaar.
One of her favourite activities was making covered coat hangers and one year when we had a series of work bees, she taught us her craft and we were all able to contribute extra hangers to the
sale.
Professionally, Helen was the Secretary of Steele Street School for many years. In retirement,
Helen and Ralph did a lot of traveling and enjoyed many bus tours in the US and Europe. They
were on the same bus tour as Myrtle and John Denney when Myrtle took ill and passed away in a
hospital in Texas. When Helen’s health started to fail and she was less able to participate in
church activities, she found a way that she could help and became known as the “Tea Towel Lady”. After each event, the coordinator would hang a bag of wet towels at the Rowes’ door and
within a day or so they would come back to the church not only clean, but ironed and if necessary,
mended or repaired.

Ralph had many interests and careers, including barbering and retired after serving many
years as the custodian of Johnson Street Public School. He was a garage sale professional
and had a keen knack of being able to match up his finds with the needs of neighbours and
friends. If there was something you needed, he would find it for you! Gardening was a favourite pastime and he extended the season with grow lights in his basement and his specialty was African violets. His most intriguing hobby was a collection of toasters. Hundreds of
toasters and they all worked!
Struggling with dementia and in spite of Ralph’s loving caregiving, long term care at the IOOF
Seniors Home eventually became necessary a few years ago for Helen. Ralph devoted himself to being at the home every morning to help Helen with her breakfast, even when she no
longer knew who he was. On the weekends when the bus schedule didn’t get him to Allandale at the right time, he walked there from his home on Nelson Street, well into his nineties.
Eventually, it was Ralph who needed care and he spent his last days at Chartwell Georgian
Traditions Retirement Residence in Collingwood. Helen and Ralph are survived by one son
Allan and his wife Linda and two grandsons, Trevor and Devon.

… May Anderson
The Grace Family was deeply saddened to learn of the sudden and
unexpected passing of May Anderson on the evening of August 3rd
at the Barrie Manor. While we knew that May was facing a terminal
diagnosis, it was shocking that she was gone so quickly.
May grew up as a Cape Bretoner in a family of ten children, six of
whom are still living. In her early adult years she worked in
McCurdy’s Department Store in Sydney and became the buyer for the hosiery and gloves
sections.
When May and her family moved to Toronto in 1963, she worked at Eaton’s at the corner of
Yonge and Queen Street for one year. With the opening of Yorkdale Shopping Mall, she
moved to the new Eaton’s store there, first as salesperson in the hosiery department and
then in administration.
By the time she retired thirty years later, she was the administrative assistant to the store
manager.
After retirement, May moved back east for eight years and then came to Barrie in 2001 to be
closer to her three sons and their families. For many years, she enjoyed her annual summer
trips to Sydney to keep in touch with her many family members and friends there.
When May wasn’t spending time with her family, there was a high probability that she was
doing something at or for the church. It may have been handwork of some type, baking,
making sandwiches, preparing items for the bazaar,

keeping in contact with her Weaver families, getting ready for Choir Practice or heading off to the
church to help with an event.
At the Holy Roller meat pie making sessions, May was always to be found at the stove making sure
that the filling was seasoned exactly right and the potatoes, carrots and celery were cooked to the
appropriate consistency. Everything had to be “May approved” before it could be spooned into the
pastry shells.
May was a very social person with a wonderful sense of humour who thrived on being busy and involved and doing things for others. She was a very special lady who treasured her church friends
and her activities at Grace and as we celebrate her life, she is dearly missed, but lovingly remembered. Because of the pandemic, a memorial service couldn’t be held at the church as hoped for
before eventual inurnment in her beloved Nova Scotia. May would have celebrated her 90 th birthday on October 20th of this year.
May is survived by her three sons, David, Paul and Billie and their families, seven grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter.

… Joyce Eagle
Lillian Joyce Eagle passed away on Thursday, October
15th at the Woods Park Care Centre at the wonderful
age of 103.
She was the dear mother of our Rev. Susan as well as
Rev. Glen and Lynn and the grandmother of thirteen
and great-grandmother of seventeen. What a legacy
she leaves of love, friendship and service!

The compass of Joyce’s life has been the church. She
was born in Roseneath, Ontario and has lived in manses most of her life; first as a child of clergy parents and then as a clergy spouse.
The tradition continued with two of her three children; our Rev. Susan and her brother Rev. Glen
becoming ordained clergy in the United Church of Canada. Joyce’s other daughter, Lynn followed
her mother’s career path in education and is now a retired elementary principal.
At one point, Joyce herself was possibly headed to ordination, but when she met her future husband, Glen Sr., it was decided that one minister in a manse was enough. She became a secondary
school English teacher and in the latter years of her career, taught dramatic arts.
She and a colleague developed the Theatre Arts Program for the Toronto Board of Education. She
touched the lives of many young people involved in plays and musicals that Joyce directed.

Upon her retirement, Joyce became chairperson of the United Church’s Toronto Presbytery and
served on many committees at the presbytery and conference level, again leaving a lasting positive
impact on so many.
Joyce had many stories to share about her experiences in small towns as well as large cities where
she and Glen were called to serve; from their original settlement charge in Peace River District,
(the most northerly placement possible) to Creemore United Church, where they eventually purchased a farm as a retreat, appropriately named the Aerie (eagle nest).
The Eagle family inherited property dating back to 1885 on Lake Muskoka where they built a lovely
cottage, brilliantly designed with sleeping quarters on the lower level and the living and dining areas on the upper level to take advantage of the spectacular view. The view doesn’t really matter
when you are sleeping!
The Eagle family eventually found their way, via Clinton and Sarnia, to Toronto, and Joyce stayed
there after Glen’s untimely passing at age 59, until she came to make her home here in Barrie with
Susan and Joe on Oakridge Drive. She transferred her church membership to Grace United
Church, becoming our oldest member and attended worship services when she was able.
Joyce had a genuine love of people and thrived on her interactions with people of all ages and
backgrounds. She had a wonderful sense of humour and a positive attitude that buoyed her well
through the good times and the not so good of her 103 years.

… Patricia McKay
Audis Patricia Anne McKay passed away at the Southlake Regional
Health Centre in Newmarket on October 28th, just nine months after the
passing of her husband Nelson.
She was in her 84th year. She persevered through many serious
health issues, especially during the years since she and Nelson moved
to Barrie and transferred their membership to Grace United Church in
2016.
Having been previously involved in church activities, she missed being
able to participate as she would have wished in church life at Grace, but
still had a keen interest in the affairs and the people of the church.
Pat was born in Northern Ontario, in July 1937 and recounted childhood
memories of gathering blueberries behind her house to make a pie for
dessert many nights after school.
She volunteered in the polio ward at the Sudbury hospital and took her desire to care for others into
a nursing program at St. Joseph's Hospital in Toronto.
She nursed in hospitals, doctor's offices and in the community as a public health nurse for many
years.
Pat married Nelson in 1970 and they had two children, Melissa and Tim. Pat also welcomed Melissa's husband Cliff and Tim's wife, Jennifer to the family.

When Nelson retired as principal of Downsview Public School in North York in 1989, the McKays
move to Oro-Medonte.
They attended Guthrie United Church until it’s closing, (which was very stressful because Nelson
was Chairperson of the Official Board at the time), and their next church home was Dalston-Crown
Hill.
Pat had been previously married to Donald Butler who passed away in a devastating helicopter
accident.
She loved to knit, teach Sunday School and stock up on many necessary and sometimes unnecessary items because they were on sale. She was a shopper!
Pat was excited to welcome her grandchildren, Emma, Lilya, Evelyn Mae, Oliver and Henry and
enjoyed spending time with them as often as she could. Pat and Nelson would have celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary this year on November 28th.
A private family service was held at Adams Funeral Home to honour and celebrate Pat’s life and
legacy.
A private family Memorial Service was held in the Sanctuary for Daniel Parke at Grace United
Church on Saturday, November 28th following his passing on November 20, 2020. Dan had endured a long illness and when caregivers were available, his wife Marg had been attending our
church services, pre-Covid and since has been worshipping with Grace
on line.
Daniel Ross Parke age 73 of Oro-Medonte passed away peacefully in his
sleep at home with his family on November 20, 2020.
Dan was born in Toronto and raised in Barrie, attending Barrie North Collegiate where he met the love of his life Marg.
Dan will be missed by his loving wife of 55 years Marg (Rumney), children
Steven (Rhonda-Marie), Carey Myers (James), Denise Bulsza (Jason)
and Ben as well as grandchildren Alexandra, Samantha, Connor, Amanda, Justin and Carter. He leaves behind siblings Terry (Brenda), Pat and
is predeceased by sister Cheryl. He will also be missed by many nieces and nephews.
Dan loved fishing and cars and was a staple at the area automotive flea market for over 20
years. Due to COVID-19 restrictions a small service for family only will be held at Grace United
Church.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations to Silent Voice or the Edgar Community Hall.

We were saddened to learn of the passing of Eileen Johnson at Grove
Park Home on Saturday, December 5th. She had been in RVH for
some time and recently returned to Grove Park Home for palliative
care.

As a tribute to her well-lived life, it bears repeating most of what was
written about Eileen earlier this year in recognition of her 90 th Birthday.
At that time, she had just made the move from her Collier Place apartment to the Independent Living section of Grove Park Home.

Eileen was born in the small village of Reston in the south west corner of Manitoba, the
youngest of eight children on February 24, 1930.
Her father operated the local general store which was central to the surrounding agriculture
area. Both the elementary and secondary schools were on the same property with the elementary school having four rooms and the high school with two rooms.
When Eileen completed her secondary education there, she was immediately offered an opportunity to teach in a one-room school in a community of mostly Islandic families, one
hundred miles north of Winnipeg. No training or further education necessary!
When she returned home at the end of the year, she was seconded by the local bank manager and began a career in banking. After marrying a chartered accountant, they moved east to
Toronto and then to Windsor where their four children were born.
Eileen moved to Islington and then to Aurora where she lived for fifty years. She had some
employment in lawyers’ offices and had a busy life raising two daughters and two sons, while
also being active in the UCWs and various activities of United Churches wherever she lived.
We welcomed Eileen at Grace as an official member on November 20, 2011.
Eileen is the proud grandmother of six grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren. She
enjoyed some crafts and playing cards, but was having to adjust to challenges with her vision.
Interestingly,

Eileen still kept in touch with a girl friend from Reston that she had known since she was three
years old and they talked with each other by telephone every night. That’s long term friendship!
Eileen celebrated her ninetieth birthday with a family party at Grace United Church at the end
of February. It was unfortunate that with the pandemic that arrived about the same time as
she moved to Grove Park and increasing health problems,
A private family memorial service will be held at Adams Funeral Home, with inurnment next
spring in her native Manitoba.
To the bereaved families and friends of Helen, Ralph, May, Joyce, Pat, Dan and Eileen, we
extend our deepest sympathy and hold them in our prayers and our hearts now and always.
Condolences are also extended to ~
Elsie Morrison and family on the passing of Don Morrison on June 25th.
Lorna Hayashida on the passing in Toronto of her brother-in-law Norman Ibuki.
Kevin and Tracy Peloquin and family on the passing of Kevin’s father Edmond Peloquin.
The family of former Grace member, Alvin Gabrielson who is the father of Jeffrey and
Marcia, father-in-law of Caroline and Matthew and grandfather of Ethan, Alex and
Allison Foerster.
Anne Kennedy Campbell, former Grace Choir Member and Interim Choir Leader.
Elizabeth and John McLean on the passing of Elizabeth’s sister, Gaye Henderson.

59th Anniversary Sunday
October 25th

Guest Speaker, Rev. Dr. Hye-Ran Kim-Cragg

Special Music thanks to Jenn Burns and
Jen Cheesman
Jen Cheesman

Anne Walton is
acknowledged and
thanked for her
Twenty Years of
Membership at
Grace.

Barb Mercer receives her Fifty Year
Membership Certificate and Pin.

From the Envelope Secretary
If you need more church envelopes, please contact the church or myself by phoning, emailing, or
writing on your church envelope. We can arrange to have you pick up or I can drop off envelopes
to you.
Secondly and very important: remember to include your ENVELOPE NUMBER: if using an envelope other than your church envelopes and you are dropping your donation into the mailbox or
leaving it at church, write your number either on the outside of the envelope or inside on a piece
of paper with your cheque. This makes it easier for the input person to record your donation correctly (and Murph our treasurer who is still doing most of this work during covid will be very happy!) You can still mark for: local church expenses, mission & service, building fund or Other (white
gift, etc.). Donations can also be made by e-transfer or PAR (pre-authorized remittance).
Remember Grace United as you make your Christmas gift purchases this season.
Thanks for your regular donations during this unprecedented pandemic year.
Blessings, Mary Greiner,
Envelope Secretary (705-739-7111)

Groh Family stays busy through pandemic
Clay and I have kept busy during the pandemic walking along the
north shore of Kempenfelt Bay through three seasons. New landscaping including a fountain and walkway to the shed in back, and a
new walkway in our front yard were fun joint endeavors.
I keep making quilts, some are donated to Quilts of Valour. Currently
I am working on a series of Log Cabin quilts. We play Scrabble each
day.
We are pleased to announce that Ben Groh
successfully passed his
Major Field in English exam in September (Critical
Theory) , as well as his
defense before a board
of five profs. Ben has created a course which he
will teach in 2021 and will soon begin his dissertation, the final stages to making PhD.
Emily keeps busy working at Grove Park Home as
dietary aide or kitchen aide. She enjoys cookie
baking and playing DND with friends over Zoom.
Keep safe, everyone and have a Blessed Christmas.
Mary Greiner, Clay Groh and family

-that we would ever
see this sign posted
on the entry of our
church or any
church?
Grace United
Church?
The church that promotes itself as the
friendly, welcoming
and inviting community of ordinary people?
Keep out!
Surely not!
Physically, yes, spiritually, an opportunity for
much personal growth.
Who would have thought that church life and
life in general could undergo so many changes
as we have seen in the last eight months?
Even in the spring as we were shocked by the
impact of Covid 19 and the restrictions thrust
upon us, little did we know that the Virus, not
the Grinch would still be around and trying to
steal Christmas!

The good news is that Christmas can’t be stolen by the Virus or the Grinch!
Christmas is Love, Peace, Joy and Hope and
these are stored safely and lovingly in our
hearts.
The spirit of Christmas is very much alive at
Grace United Church.
The door on which the “KEEP OUT” sign is
posted is the entry to our building, but this
building is not the real church.
The church is the people and all the wonderful
ways they nourish their own souls spiritually
and extend their Christian love to others within
the community.
This can all be done beyond our building, but it

does take creativity
and “thinking outside
the box”.
Contributions to the
Mitten Tree, meals
delivered, donations
to Christmas Cheer
and Seniors Wish,
Christmas treats for
our seniors, notes or
telephone calls from
the Weaver, etc. all
are part of the spirit
of Christmas.
Yes, even KEEPING OUT is an act of love.

We keep out of our beloved building for the
benefit of others and to keep them safe.
We are sacrificing our convenience to make
sure we don’t contribute to the spread of the
virus.
Who would have thought??
Wishing you a Happy and Covid-free Christmas!
Barb Mercer

